With state laws posing a new threat to voting abilities for all
citizens, Blacks faced an uphill battle despite the passing of the
15th and 19th amendments. Jim Crow laws, established as early
as 1865, were a collection of state and local statutes that legalized
racial segregation. States imposed laws such as poll taxes,
grandfather clauses, and literacy tests to prohibit Blacks from
voting. It wasn't until the 1960's when the Civil Rights Act and the
Voters Right Act was passed that racist efforts to keep minorities
from voting were addressed head-on. Nevertheless, Blacks and
other marginalized citizens continue to fight for a fair right to

vote.

PRE-VOTERS

RIGHTS LAWS
1920 - 1964

1.Grandfather Clauses - required
one's grandfather to have voted in
order for a person to vote

2.Literacy Tests - administered
differently based on race -- the test
required voters to demonstrate
their ability to read

3.Poll Tax - a tax imposed on citizens
to exercise their right to vote

4. Voter Waiting Periods - a

minimum length of time in

between when a voter registered

and when they were able to vote

POST-VOTERS

RIGHTS LAWS
1965 - 2021

1.Voter Identification - requiring
specific identification to verify one's
identity and eligibility before being
able to cast a ballot

2.Early VotingRestriction - restrict
citizens ability to cast a ballot early
despite personal circumstances and
public health risks i.e. COVID19

3.Mail in Voting - Restrictions put in
place to prohibit voters from
utilizing mail-in ballots and
requiring each vote to be cast in
person at polling places

4. Ballot Box - Accessing a ballot box
in your immediate neighbor
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